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Documentary: The Caste Rush 
 

The 60-minute documentary The Caste Rush seeks to shed 

light on the realities that mainstream narratives often overlook. 

Traveling across India, it captures the presence of priests from 

various sections of Hindu society including Dalits within Hindu 

temple ecosystems — an aspect rarely highlighted. It also 

showcases the non-retributive, reconciliatory, and reformist 

efforts of individuals who have uplifted marginalized 

communities. Additionally, the documentary captures how, at 

a mass level, caste discrimination is not observed in Hindu 

temple rituals and gatherings, countering many prevailing 

misconceptions. It also examines how the current caste 

discourse in the West affects the Indian and Hindu diaspora, 

shaping public perceptions and policies. 

The goal is to dispel misconceptions and stereotypes that 

adversely impact young minds, policymakers, and 

misinformed parents. 

Much like the Gold Rush of the 19th century, where people 

were drawn toward sudden wealth, a new kind of "rush" has 

emerged—this time, around caste. However, unlike the Gold Rush, which fueled economic prosperity 

and growth, the Caste Rush is leaving behind division, hostility, and misinformation, harming the very 

communities it claims to uplift. 

In the 1850s, America witnessed a frenzied pursuit of fortune following the discovery of gold in 

California. This Gold Rush triggered a massive influx of people from across the United States, leaving 

a lasting impact by driving economic growth and shaping California’s future in mostly positive ways. 

In contrast, the Caste Rush has unfolded in multiple phases, each with damaging consequences. 

The first major event was the California lawsuit against Cisco and its employees over alleged caste 

discrimination. Though the case was eventually dismissed — demonstrating that the accused were 

unfairly targeted because of their Indian heritage and caste — the damage had already been done.  
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The lawsuit fueled a wave of anti-Hindu sentiment and hostility, deepening misunderstandings and 

fears across the country. 

Next came California State Bill SB-403, which sought to amend the state’s civil, administrative, and 

government codes to include caste as a protected category. However, after a long and determined 

campaign by individuals, organizations, and institutions, the Governor of California ultimately vetoed 

the bill. 

Although these battles have been legally won, the Caste Rush has left lasting scars on the  Hindu 

diaspora in the West. The persistent misrepresentation of caste has fueled anti-Hindu hate, leading to 

increasing attacks on Hindu temples, and the shaming of Hindu religious, cultural, and nonprofit 

organizations. This distorted narrative has a subtle but profound effect—especially on younger 

generations — alienating them from their cultural roots and ancestry. The weaponization of caste in 

political discourse — both in India and abroad, has only deepened divisions and mistrust, rather than 

fostering real progress. 

Despite these challenges, many organizations, community leaders, student activists, and politicians 

from both ideological sides have stood up to protect the unity and safety of the Indian and Hindu 

diaspora. 

The documentary The Caste Rush aims to reveal the true impact of this rush and challenge the one-

sided narratives that dominate public discourse. By presenting on-the-ground realities from India and 

exposing the damaging effects of caste discourse in the West, it seeks to provide a more balanced and 

factual perspective. Unlike the Gold Rush, which shaped California’s future for the better, the Caste 

Rush threatens to divide communities and sow long-term discord. The question remains — will the 

society recognize the harm being done, or will this manufactured rush continue to deepen divides? 

 

Indic Dialogue is an initiative and a platform of VISHWAM FOUNDATION. Indic Dialogue provides an avenue to 

explore ideas, issues, insights and facilitate an open dialogue addressing contemporary challenges. We 

engage people from various backgrounds to promote meaningful conversations in an environment of mutual 

respect. 
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