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Introduction
The Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 was passed by the
Government of India in 2019 with the objective of fast- tracking the
process of granting Indian Citizenship to any person from
Afghanistan, Pakistan or Bangladesh, belonging to the Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian community and who entered
India on or before December 31, 2014.



A Brief History
Partition of India



1947 Partition

One of the largest population
displacements in history

More than 1 million people became
homeless.

 Families got divided

1951 Census

Minorities (Hindu, Sikh, etc) made up 14%
of Pakistan’s population*

Minorities (Muslim, Christian, etc) made
up 12% of India’s population

* (includes Bangladesh which at the time
was East Pakistan)



Jogendranath Mandal

“Those Hindus who will continue to stay (in
Pakistan) I am afraid, by gradual stages and in
a planned manner be either converted to
Islam or completely exterminated”.

A famous advocate of Dalits whom Pakistani
administrators deemed as “untouchable”.
(He migrated to Pakistan with high hopes but
moved back to India in 1950).



History Of Persecution
Of Minorities



Population
Depopulation of minorities
in Pakistan and Bangladesh. 



1992 

Pakistani mobs attacked five
Hindu temples in Karachi and
set fire to 25 temples in the
province of Sindh. In Lahore,
thousands accompanied a
bulldozer in demolishing an
abandoned Hindu temple.

2014

A member of the ruling
political party Pakistan
Muslim League (N) said that
around 5000… were forcefully
converting Hindu girls (to
Islam) in the interior areas of
Sindh province

2010

Around 60 members of the
minority Hindu community
were attacked and evicted
from their homes in Karachi
after a Dalit Hindu Youth
drank water from a tap near a
Mosque.

History of Persecution in Pakistan
(3 Examples)



Forced Conversions



Attacks on Places of Worship



Forced Burials



Fleeing From Persecution



Stateless Predicament of Pakistani Hindus



Minorities in Pakistan and Bangladesh
1951 - 28%
of Total Population

2024 - Less than 3%
of Total Population



Pleas from the Stateless



LAUTENBERG AMENDMENT - 1989
A Law in USA similar to CAA



https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-lautenberg-order-iran-refugees-20190221-story.html

Applications under the Lautenberg-Specter program began stalling in late 2016.

Enacted in 1989 to facilitate resettlement of Jews from what was then the Soviet Union, the program later
was expanded to include non-Muslims from Iran. Run in partnership with the Austrian government, it
requires refugees to have a U.S. sponsor who will cover the costs associated with their travel as well as the
typical three- to six-month stay in Vienna.

https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-lautenberg-order-iran-refugees-20190221-story.html


https://hias.org/lautenberg-amendment/ 

The Lautenberg Amendment, first enacted in 1990 to facilitate the resettlement of Jews from the former
Soviet Union, has allowed HIAS to bring tens of thousands of refugees to safety. As the worldwide refugee
situation changed, the Lautenberg Amendment, originally proposed by Senator Frank R. Lautenberg of New
Jersey, was later expanded to include persecuted religious minorities in other countries, such as Jews,
Christians, Baha’is, Sabaean-Mandaeans, and Zoroastrians from Iran. Despite being a crucial part of U.S.
refugee policy, the amendment expires each year and must be reauthorized.

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/04/nyregion/frank-lautenberg-new-jersey-senator.html


https://refugees.org/lautenberg-program-fact-sheet/ 

The Lautenberg Amendment allows citizens in former Soviet Union countries, including Ukraine, who are
members of a religious minority group to join their family members living in the United States. These
religious groups include Jews, Evangelical Christians, Ukrainian Catholics, and members of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church and Greek Orthodox Church.

The program created under the Lautenberg amendment operates through the U.S. Refugee Admissions
Program (USRAP). Unless reauthorized by Congress, it expires each fiscal year on September 30.
The Specter Amendment in 2004 opened up Lautenberg program eligibility for certain members of
religious minority groups in Iran, including Jews, Christians, Baha’is, Sabaean-Mandaeans and Zoroastrians.



Open-access P-2s inside their country of origin:

Certain Members of Religious Minority Groups in Eurasia and the Baltics: Jews, Evangelical Christians,
and Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox religious adherents identified in the Lautenberg Amendment,
Section 599D of Title V, P. L. 101-167, as amended (the Lautenberg Amendment), with close family in the
United States. Based on the annual statutory renewal of the Lautenberg Amendment, these individuals
are considered under a reduced evidentiary standard for establishing a well-founded fear of
persecution.

https://2017-2021.state.gov/refugee-admissions/u-s-refugee-admissions-program-access-categories/ 

https://2017-2021.state.gov/refugee-admissions/u-s-refugee-admissions-program-access-categories/
https://2017-2021.state.gov/refugee-admissions/u-s-refugee-admissions-program-access-categories/


The PA must be:

18 years old
A citizen of an FSU country, which includes: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
A member of a religious minority and able to prove this. This includes Jews, Evangelical Christians
(Baptists, Pentecostals, Seventh Day Adventists, and Jehovah’s Witnesses), Ukrainian Greek Catholics,
and members of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
Related to the UST as a spouse, parent, child, sibling, grandparent, or grandchild
Additional notes:

Every applicant in addition to the PA must be a citizen of an FSU country and also a member of a
religious minority to successfully process.
Individuals who are not directly related to the PA but living in the same household may be
considered for processing on a case-by-case basis.

https://worldrelief.org/sacramento/lautenberg/ 



Stateless - The Film
‘STATELESS’ is a documentary short film
depicting the case of Pakistani Hindus who have
fled religious persecution in Sindh Province of
Pakistan. They are living in Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
currently and seeking citizenship in India.

The documentary explores the conditions of the
Hindu families which fled the atrocities in the
hands of Jihadists in Sindh state of Pakistan. The
documentary also shows the plight of these
persecuted refugees while they start building
their life back from zero in India with
traumatizing memories still haunting them. 

Year: 2021      Time: 28 min     Genre: Documentary   
Directed By: Manvendra Singh Shekhawat

Produced By: Nikhil Singh Rajputt
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